
  
  
  

  
  
  

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

VIEW FROM THE BRIDGE 

 
 

Commodore Bob Richardson 
 

 
 

Some members may have to look at a calendar to know when spring is 
almost here. I have a different method that works every year. If you see 
George Gibbons, PC Jack Curtiss and Peter Green working on the 
launch, thatôs one sign. If you see Pat McGovern turning the water 
systems on in the yard and outside bathrooms, thatôs another sign. If 
you see Dan McElwreath along with Art Koenig, PC Anthony Rosco, 
George Morstatt getting the fork lift and yard car ready, itôs spring. What 
makes the commodoreôs job easier is these members do this without 

any phone calls or e-mails from anyone. They just volunteer their time to the benefit of the club. 
We would not be much of a club without their help. 
 

Joan and I have started on the preparations for Going Into Commission ceremony and dinner. I 
want to thank the past commodoresô wives who pass on the folder with menus, invitations and 
other hints from their time planning the dinner. It makes it much easier to plan. 
 

Every year the new commodore has a list of different projects that weôd like to get done. We 
usually run out of time or funding. This year, funding the projects is set. The Gazebo committee is 
in the process of ordering the lumber. PCôs Fleno, Cetta, and Califano are spearheading this work. 
We also have had our electrical service updated. This has been at the top of my list for the last 
three years. We can now add on to our electrical system without fear of a blackout. 
 

In the last edition of the Log, I said I would discuss some more of the returning board of trustees. 
Kim Hollingworth has the job of entertainment on the board. This has always been a tough 
position to fill, but Kim has made it work. Kim and Anne Booth, our steward, work together 
planning events for the club. 
 

Secretary Ellen Murphy makes a hard job look easy. Ellen takes the minutes of board and 
membership meetings, which is not an easy task. She then has to distribute them to board 
members for correction. Ellen also handles changes to the calendar, reciprocity cards, and 
changes in membership. If Ellen is not in the office, look in the garden or out racing. She is 
another member who makes this club the finest on the island. 
 

Another new addition to the H.Y.C. this season is the SOUL sailing school. Captain Dave Jenkins 
is the owner and instructor of the school. Dave will be using a 23ô Sonar and a Pearson 22ô. A 
sailing school is one area that the club has needed for some time. H.Y.C. members who take any 
SOUL sailing courses will do so at a discounted rate. We welcome Capt. Dave on board. 
 

Just a reminder as you start work on your boat, to follow the rules and regulations of the E.P.A. 
This is especially true when sanding and painting bottoms. It only takes a few minutes to spread a 
tarp under your boat.   
 

See you at the club.  
 

Bob Richardson 
Commodore  
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HYC Website www.hyc.org 
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P.C. Jack Curtiss painting the Ambrose Kennedy on April 9th.  
 

 
PAINTING OF THE LAUNCH  

 

By Peter Green, Launch Chairman 
 

P.C. Jack Curtiss, George Gibbons and myself have 
been hard at work getting the launches ready for the 
2017 season. George did most of the prep-work, and 
Jack and I teamed up to paint the launch. The rush is 
on to meet our splash day of April 15. The weather had 
not been too cooperative during early spring. I 
commissioned the engine and started it, so we know it 
will run when launched. 
 
I installed the rebuilt helm on the Ted Mitchell and it 
seems to be functional. We'll know for sure after it gets 
launched. We discovered that the seats on the Mitchell 
are balsa-cored and have rotted out. After an 
exploratory cut by George Gibbons, it was found to be 
an extensive issue. Membership Chairman P.C. 
Anthony Rosco, Treasurer George Morstatt and myself 
cut approximately 17' out of the bench seats. As 
everybody knows Anthony & George wear many hats 
and are on many of the committees, so I'm grateful for 
their help.  The Launch committee will be making 
repairs to the seat bench using Divinycell Foam Coring 
and Epoxy to effect the repair. Busy days ahead. 
Thanks to the Launch Committee for all their hard 
work. 
 
Launch Chairman, Peter Green 

 
 



HYC 
SUMMER 
CRUISE 
2017   

                                    
by  

PC Bruce 
Lages  

 
 

 

At the cruise meeting held on Saturday afternoon, April 22, a group of HYCôs more cruising-oriented 
members agreed on a plan for this yearôs summer cruise. Our ultimate destination will be Block Island, for 
a 4-day stay. On the way out to Block, we will be making stops at Oyster Bay, Port Jefferson, the 
Connecticut River, and Stonington/Watch Hill. Returning from Block Island weôll be stopping at Mattituck 
Inlet and Port Jefferson. Starting date for the cruise is Saturday, July 22, to take advantage of the 
outgoing current in the Sound during the days, returning about Aug.3.  

The daily schedule for this cruise is as follows: 

  
Sat, July 22 HYC to Cove Neck, Oyster Bay ï on anchor 
Sun, July 23 Oyster Bay to Port Jefferson ï anchor or mooring 
Mon, July 24 Port Jefferson to either North Cove (mooring) or Essex (slip), 

Connecticut River 
Tues, Wed, July 25,26 Stonington, CT (mooring or slip) or Watch Hill, RI (anchor) 
Thurs, July 27- Sun, July 30 Block Island ï anchor, slip, town mooring 
Mon, July 31 Block Island to Mattituck Inlet ï anchor, slip 
Tues, Aug 1 Mattituck Inlet 
Wed, Aug 2 Mattituck to Port Jefferson 
Thurs, Aug 3 Port Jefferson to HYC 

 

As previously announced, our original plan was to organize a shorter cruise τ 5-9 days τ covering a 
much shorter distance τ no farther than Port Jefferson τ as a way of enticing both newer and older 
members who havenôt done such cruising previously. We considered that more people may not have the 
time available to take off for 10 days to 2 weeks, or that some members might be uncomfortable with a 
longer time and distance if they havenôt done it before. However, while we hoped to entice some new 
participants with this idea, there werenôt any responses in favor of this by the April 22 meeting.  

As always, anyone is welcome to join us along the cruise route ï for however many days and wherever 
possible. The only rule of cruising is that everyone makes their own reservations, and is responsible for 
making reservation cancellations if necessary. Activities at the various ports are usually done by mutual 
consent, and are always optional. If you havenôt cruised before, think about coming at least part way with 
us, either going out or coming back. Itôs a great way to get more comfortable with your boat, and enjoy 
some good times together.   

 

Book Club 
 

Interested in joining the book club?  Since several of our regular 
members have moved out of the area, we have a few spots open 
for new members.  We feel weôve broadened our horizons, and 
had the delightful experience of getting to know other members 
better.  Last monthôs meeting was especially interesting as we all 
had the pleasure of talking to bestselling author Chris Bohjalian 
via Skype.  If you think you would like to join us, please contact 

Diane Lages (lagesdi@verizon.net), Rita Tyler (ritaef7@verizon.net), or 
Kate Green (KAG1139806@hotmail.com). 

 

mailto:lagesdi@verizon.net
mailto:ritaef7@verizon.net
mailto:KAG1139806@hotmail.com


Starting the Spring off with a BANG τ Distress Signal Seminar 

 

 
 

                                            By Mark Cetta, PC 
 

Somewhere in the dark recesses of an out-of-the-way locker...under the cushions...behind the bailing 
bucket...next to that moldy children's life jacket you keep on board just in case...is an orange canister that 
says "OLIN", or some such thing on it.  It contains a plastic pistol, at least three 12-gauge flare shells, some 
handheld tubular things that look like road distress flares, and an orange flag with a black ball and black 
square on it.  It's there because, if you must attract attention in an emergency and you don't happen to have 
Kim Kardashian's publicist on board, you'll have a way to do it.  
  

Maybe you check it in the Spring, just to see if the flares are out of date (you mean they go bad? ), maybe 

you've clicked the gun's hammer back a couple of times and dry fired it, but otherwise, you've left well enough 
alone.  You canôt legally practice with these things so you canôt get much of a sense of what they do, how they 
work, or how to safely use them, and thatôs something you donôt want to leave over to a rainy day.  So, in 
order to give folks a chance to learn something about these mysteries, we partnered with the USCGAUX 
Flotilla 05-04 City Island for a seminar on the use of emergency signaling devices.   
 

The seminar began with a training session presented by the USCGAUXôs information officer, John Rivera.  
Hereôs what he told us: 
 

The Coast Guard says you've got to have emergency signaling devices.  All vessels used on coastal waters 
or the Great Lakes or any body of water with a passageway to the sea are required to carry Coast Guard 
Approved visual distress signals. These can be either pyrotechnic devices aerial and handheld flares) or 
non-pyrotechnic devices (distress flags or signal lights like the Sirius Signal SOS Distress Light). If you use 

pyrotechnics, that means youôll need at least three daytime signals and three that are approved for night use, 
or three that are approved for both day and night signaling. If you use non-pyrotechnic signals, you only need 
one approved for daytime and one night signal. 

 

Pyrotechnic devices must be Coast Guard approved, in serviceable condition 
and readily accessible. Theyôre stamped with an ñexpiration dateò of 42 
months (3½ years from the date they were manufactured). You can keep 
them after theyôre expired as extra equipment because they usually will still 
work, but you canôt count them as part of the Coast Guardôs requirements in 
a Vessel Safety Check inspection.  
 

Meteor flares are propelled by black powder and launched from a pistol-
shaped handheld holder. They reach an altitude of 375' to 500' and burn for 
7-8 seconds. Rocket-propelled SOLAS parachute flares rise to 1,000' and 
burn for 40 seconds. Fire aerial flares after you have sighted or heard a 
potential rescue vessel. To attract their attention to your distress situation, the 
U.S. Coast Guard recommends that you fire two aerial flares - one 
immediately after the other - so rescuers can confirm the sighting and the 
direction of the signal.  Handheld flares burn for one to two minutes. John 
noted that if you do decide to use flares, make sure you store the gun in 
a ñsafeò condition, i.e. breech open.  He also noted that transporting 
flare guns might be a problem.  Though they are legal signaling 
devices, not every police officer who stops you might know (or care) 
and might detain you for transporting a firearm, so be careful.   

 

Orange smoke flares are for daytime use only, and are the best way for 
offshore boaters to show their location to rescuers searching in a Coast 
Guard helicopter. They float on the waterôs surface (the handhelds are 
extinguished by water) and emit a dense orange cloud for three to four 
minutes. Handheld signal flares are intended as homing signals to pinpoint 
your position. The surface-to-surface sighting range on water is 
approximately three to five miles, depending on boat elevation. If a rescuer is 
five miles away and running at 20 miles per hour, it will take 15 minutes to 

 

Todd Cookôs daughter lets a 
rocket loose. 
 

https://www.westmarine.com/buy/sirius--sos-distress-light-electronic-flare--17466988


reach you. Therefore, you should have at least 12 minutes (total burn time) of signals onboard to maintain a 
strong homing signal until help arrives. 
 

There are also some non-pyrotechnic alerting devices should you not want to carry 
flares on your boat.  An orange distress flag is 3' x 3' square with a black square 
and ball on an orange background. Itôs for daytime use only, and is less effective at 
catching attention than a flare, but on the plus side it is not limited by a short 
burning time. An electric distress signal is approved for night only, and must carry 
the marking: ñNight Visual Distress Signal for Boats Complies with U. S. Coast Guard 
Requirements in 46 CFR 161.013. For Emergency Use Only.ò As of 2016, there was 
only one device approved by the U.S. Coast Guard, the Sirius Signal SOS Distress 
Light.   
 

Having digested all this information, and asked a few questions, we adjourned to 
the dock for some practice.  We had a chance to shoot off some 12-gauge pistol 
launched flares, OLAS rocket propelled parachute flares (thanks, Bob F. and Roger 
K.) and daytime smoke and night signals 

 

Over lunch afterward, our discussion evolved to the following: 
 

Flares are fun to launch in practice, (particularly the SOLAS rocket ones), but 
they have a number of drawbacks.  They are dangerous, donôt always work (go 
up but donôt light), donôt go nearly as high as theyôre supposed to, and donôt last 
very long in the air (even the parachute ones, which go higher and fall pretty fast 
despite the parachute).  An electric signaling device is likely a better choice. 
 

Orange smoke is a lot more visible than flares during the daytime.   A smoke can 
like this (at right) is a better choice than a flare.  Floats and less slag hazard. 
 

And thatôs pretty much it.  A good time was had by all.  We learned a lot, and we 
got rid of our old outdated flares. 
 

Our thanks to David Mooney, Flotilla 61ôs Commodore, John Rivera the USCGAUX information and training 
officer, and our very own Dan Green (yes, heôs joined the USCGAUX) for their help in making this an 

enjoyable way to learn some really important information. τCheers, Mark Cetta, PC 

 

 
 

The HYCôers light up their flares.  Smoke if by day, fire by night. 
 

 



Dart Dinner and Awards                                                 by Evelyn Schneider 
 

   
Walt and Rita Tyler show off  
dart awards. 
 

    
 

 
 

 

 

From top left: 1st place team, ñDeep Sixò:  Joan Richardson, Brendan Lauria, Colleen Perez, Michael Lauria, Vinny 
Simone, and Walt Tyler (captain); top right: 2nd place team, ñNo Itôs Knotò: Bob Richardson, Joan Schulman, Dave Tyler 
(captain), Abby Burghos, Gene DôAmore, and Rita Tyler; and bottom center: 3rd place team, ñDanny Who?ò:  George 
Ross, Jerry Schulman, and Charlie Schneider, missing from picture: Dan Snyder (captain), Carolyn Cancro, Angela 
Hendricks. 

At the end of March, dart aficionados turned 
out en masse for a delicious barbeque dinner 
put on by our talented steward, Anne Booth.  
Sign-ups ensued and ensured another lively 
season for our HYC Dart League.  Six teams 
were chosen, and five weeks of play 
scheduled.  Awards for the 2016 season were 
handed out.  Walt Tyler, our resident ódart 
tsar,ô topped everyone in All Star points with a 
total of 365.  Following Walt were: Dave Tyler 
with 335, Bob Richardson 250, Jeep Califano 
195, Colleen Perez 120, Vinny Simone 120, 
Brendan Lauria 120, Cathy Standridge 100, 
Genie Fenik 100, George Ross 100, Jerry 
Schulman 99, Art Cancro 95, and Jeff Brickler 
95.  The first, second and third place teams 
were awarded trophies.  This season we 
welcome newcomers David & Harlan Sexton 
and their son, Gregory.  Members are 
reminded that all are free to join us for the 
dinner buffet or to play as substitutes, no 
experience needed. 
 



St. Paddyôs Day Dinner  

 
 

                      

 by Joan Richardson 
 

 
Our annual ñwearing-of-the-greenò 
took place on March 18th this year. 
The ñmystery guestò was a bagpiper 
who entertained us with a nice variety 
of Irish tunes. Our St. Patrickôs Day 
dinner featured a delicious corned 
beef and an added pan-fried salmon 
with a citrus sauce for those who 
wanted another choice of Ireland. 
The Guinness chocolate cake and 
the apple upside down cake were a 
wonderful way to end the meal. As 
the Irish would say ñMay the road rise 
up to meet you. May the wind be 
always at your back.ò 
 

            
 
 

 
A Visit with the Past                                           

by Commodore Bob Richardson 

 

Last year Johanna received an email from a woman named Jean 
Kleinfeld who said her great grandfather was a Past Commodore of the 
HYC. Johanna passed the email to Ev Schneider (club historian) and 
myself. Ev and I talked and agreed that we had no PC with that name. 
 An email back to Jean cleared the mystery. The PC was on her 
motherôs side, thus a different last name. Her great grandfather was 
Joseph Renk. As soon as Ev heard the name, she told me the story of 
Doc Renk. While commodore, he was on his boat during the Memorial 
Day regatta. This was one of the premier races of its day. Poor Doc 
suffered a heart attack and died on his boat in our fleet. The date was 
May 30, 1930. This was only two months after the stock market crash. I 
donôt know if this had anything to do with his passing, but there had to 
be a great deal of worry as to the future of any yacht club. If you look at 
the wall of commodores, check out the dates of 1930. Doc Renk served 
from Jan. 1930 until Memorial Day. Seward DeHart served from July 
1930 to Dec. 31, 1930.  Harry Newman took over for 1931. 
 

Jean Kleinfeld and her family came to the club and she was surprised 
that her great grandfatherôs picture was on the wall. In talking to her that 
day, I asked how large Doc ôs sailboat was and she replied that it was a 
powerboat. My kind of guy. She was not sure of the length, but it could 

sleep 15 people. I took them into the bar for a drink. I asked Jean if she would like a glass of wine, but in true 
HYC tradition, she said a cold beer would be better. I gave them some HYC shirts, so if you are in San Diego 
and see someone wearing one, it could be Jean or a family member.    
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                                                                                                                                                          
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Coming Events 
                     

 


